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ATTENTION : This pamphlet was published by the Anar- 
chist Black Cross Federation (ABCF) with the cooperation 
of the author. It is sold and distributed by the ABCF with the 
consent of the author. ABCF collectives send a portion of the 
proceeds from sales to the author. If you copy and sell this 
pamphlet without doing so, you arc stealing from the author. 
For a catalog of other merchandise produced to benefit Po- 
litical Prisoners and Prisoners of War, contact: 
ABCF • Box 8532 • Paterson, NJ • 07508 • 973-357-0994 



Though his address may change in the 
future, Sundiata can currently reached 
by writing: 

Sundiata Acoli (Squire) 
39794-066 / Box 3000 
USP Allenwood 
White Deer, PA 17887 
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P.O. Box 5538 
Harlem, NY 10027 

Though his address may change in the future, currently you 
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USP Allenwood 
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Introduction 

Sundiata Acoli has spent over two decades as a 
political prisoner in United States prisons. For five years 
he was held 23 hours a day in a cell in a New Jersey prison 
which was smaller than the Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals space requirements for a German Shepard dog. 

Sundiata was arrested and tried with Assata Shakur, who was 
subsequently freed from prison. In her autobiography, writ- 
ten from her new home in Cuba, Assata describes Sundiata's 
character: 

There is something about Sundiata that exudes calm. From 
every part of his being you can sense the presence of revolu- 
tionary spirit and fervor. And his love for Black people is so 
intense that you can almost touch it and hold it in your hand. 
Sundiata describes himself as a New Afrikan Prisoner of War. 
The testimony below, prepared for an international tribunal 
held in 1991, describes his imprisonment. 

Pre-Arrest 
Counterinsurgency 

When i was a member of the Black Panther 
Party in Harlem, New York, our office telephone was 
tapped and the office was under 24-hour visual surveillance 
from an apartment occupied by police located directly across 
the street. All phone calls from that office were monitored. 
The police frequently took photos whenever i entered or ex- 
ited the office, and recorded license plates of cars i drove. 
My home telephone was also tapped. FBI agents visited my 
apartment and tried to recruit me as an agent. When that failed, 
they visited my job where i worked as a computer consultant 
and tried to persuade my supervisor and the president of the 
corporation to fire me. 

1 



On April 2, 1969, i was arrested to stand trial in the Panther 
2 1 case. Twenty-one of us were accused of conspiring to carry 
out a ridiculous plot to blow up a number of New York de- 
partment stores and the New York Botanical Gardens. Al- 
though the legal process took two years and the trial lasted 
eight months- the longest criminal prosecution in New York 
history- the jurors took only 56 minutes to acquit all the de- 
fendants of every charge. Police agents appearing at the Pan- 
ther 2 1 trial had also attended some group pol itical education 
classes held at my apartment. An ad hoc organization of my 
fellow workers named "Computer People for Peace" raised 
and posted bail for me during the Panther 2! trial, and al- 
though several other defendants had been released on bail, 
the judge refused to let me out on bail, i had to do the entire 
two years on trial in jail until released on acquittal. 

The mother of my youngest daughter began to regularly get 
thinly-disguised obscene telephone calls from the police. This 
lasted for two years until i was acquitted and released from 
jail, when the calls stopped. 

After my release, the surveillance/ counted nsurgency stepped 
up tremendously. My apartment was burglarized several times, 
yet nothing was taken from it. Landlords would suddenly re- 
quest that i move even though my rent was paid up. Frequently, 
plain clothes police would openly trail my car from the mo- 
ment i exited my apartment in the morning, until i eluded 
them. At other times i made them desist by stopping on a 
busy street in Harlem and loudly pointing out to people on 
the street that i was being trailed by a car of white men. One 
night when i came home, gun shots rang out into the air from 
a nearby car which sped away. My mail was opened and tam- 
pered with. 

After i was finally driven underground by continued police 
2 



for parole again, It is the longest hit in New Jersey history. 

The board stated reasons for the 20 year hit were their con- 
cern for Sundiata's membership in the BPP and BLA prior to 
his arrest, concern that they received hundred (actually thou- 
sands) of "Free Sundiata" form letters that characterized him 
as a New Afrikan POW who had contributed to the theory 
and practice of the New Afrikan Independence Movement, 
that the punitive aspects of his sentence had not been satis- 
fied, rehabilitation had not been sufficiently achieved, he had 
not changed his viewpoint appreciably during his incarcera- 
tion, he had not had any psyche counseling (nor been in- 
structed to take such) during Ins 20 year imprisonment and 
was in need of extensive counseling/therapy with a profes- 
sional psychologist to address his antisocial behavior such 
that he would live a peaceful and law abiding existence within 
the existing governmental structure of the US. 

The real reason for this 20 year hit is an attempt to make 
Sundiata renounce his political beliefs and proclaim to the 
world that he was wrong to struggle for the liberation of his 
people. The 20 year hit is also the continuation of a 20 year 
cover-up of what really happened on the NJ Turnpike that 
night and why the Parole Board will not permit Sundiata to 
return to New Jersey to appear before them in person. 

In April 1994, Sundiata was transferred to USP Allenwood at 
White Deer, PA, which is the maximum security prison com- 
plex for the east coast. 

Preparation has begun for the filing of an administrative ap- 
peal of his 20 year hit and whatever further appeals are nec- 
essary. A lengthy battle is anticipated. 
Please send contributions to: 
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